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A Prayer 


By Alice Louise Cary 
IGHT for your pathway, 
Joy in the Lord; 
Rest in His promise, 
Food from His Word; 
Strength for each burden, 
Solace for care; 
May His peace keep you — 
This is my prayer. 


Miss Cary has supplied a Bible verse for 
each of the first seven lines of this poem: 
Psa. 119:105; John 16:22; Matt. 11:28; Jer. 15: 
16; Psa. 55:22; 1 Pet. 5:7; Phil. 4:7. 


Me 
Thoughts of Heaven 


Better than our fondest hopes will 
be that glorious Home above. Some of 
the old-time saints, like Samuel Ruther- 
ford, using imagination saturated with 
Scripture, have painted lovely pictures 
of that Land. Even now there are those 
who seem to have clearer insight into 
its joys than others. And sometimes the 
conversation of children in Christian 
homes goes straight to the heart of spir- 
itual truth. Not long ago a father was 
talking of Heaven with his small son and 
daughter, aged six and seven, in the 
quiet of the twilight. “When we speak 
of Heaven, what do you think of?” he 
asked. . “I think of light,” said his little 
daughter. “And I think of pretty flow- 
ers, a golden street, and kind faces,” 
said the boy. It seemed as if, for one 
brief moment, the curtain had been 
drawn aside and they had looked through 
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into that better Land. “There shall a) 
no night there; and they need no candle, 
neither light of. the sun; fox the Lora 
God giveth them light.” “All nature 
will be at peace, for “there shall be no 
more aa as The City will be hp: 

And “ki es”? Surely, f OF e Stl, 
lines drawn ae ‘caré, pain, Pattie, 
sorrow, and sin will be gone, and we 
shall see again the dear, kind faces of 
those we loved. And, best of all, we 
shall look up on that kindest of all faces, 
the countenance of the One who looked 
with compassion on the multitudes, and 
who so loved us that He gave Himself 


for us. 
x 
Worry and Physical Ailments 


“His commandments are not griev- 
ous,” and they were given “for our good 
always” (1 John 5:3; Deut. 6:24). The 
blessings of obedience are very far 
reaching. In a recent article in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer Dr. James W. Bar- 
ton writes that men returning from the 
war area are suffering from various ail- 
ments not caused by wounds, but by “the 
constant worry about the war itself.” He 


says that civilians are even more easily 
upset by emotional disturbances than 
soldiers, “because soldiers, generally 
speaking, have more calmness of spirit 
and control of the emotions. . . . It is 
known that about one-half of patients 
consulting a physician have no organic 
disease and in about one-fourth of the 
cases seen by a consultant the cause of 
the symptoms is this tenseness or aware- 
ness, together with worry, strain, and 
fatigue. . . . Prolonged shock or fear 
(which is really worry) can affect the 
workings of all the organs of the body.” 
Now it is perfectly natural for both sol- 
diers and civilians to worry in these days 
of global warfare. But the Christian has 
within him a supernatural life. He is 
exhorted to “be careful for nothing,” and 
at the same time he is told how to be 
rid of his care: “By prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made known unto God. And 
the peace of God, which passeth all un- 
derstanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4: 
6, 7). And when this command is obeyed, 
through the strength that God gives, it 
brings with it physical as well as spir- 
itual blessings. 


Pagan Roots of Medien Catholicism 


HE English Counter-Reformation, 
associated with the names of New- 
man, Keble, and Pusey, and gen- 
erally described as “the Oxford Move- 
ment,” has rent the English Church into 
two parties, has deflected attention from 
the weightier things of the Law and 
the Gospel, has sponsored superstitious 
theories such as that of apostolic succes- 
sion, and a great variety of superstitious 
practices. The apostle wrote in his 
Epistle to the Galatians, “For if I build 


again the things which I destroyed, I~ 


make myself a transgressor” (Gal. 2:18). 
The things which the Reformation de- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“As one whom his mother com- 
forteth, so will I comfort you” (Isa. 
66:13). 




















stroyed are being brought back, — im- 
ages, candles, incense, thurifer, crucifer 
and boatboy, tapers, banners, and holy 
water. This movement glorifies the 
Church where Christ alone should have 
praise. Thus its great leader Newman 
could say of the apostles’ preaching as 
reported in the Book of Acts: “They do 
not preach the high doctrines of Chris- 
tianity but only Jesus and the resurrec- 
tion or repentance and faith.” Dr. 
George Jackson writes of Newman’s 
Apologia: “It has much to say about the 
Fathers and antiquity, about the Church 
and_the priesthood, about sacraments 
and services. It has very little to say 
about Jesus Himself. You feel, as you 
reac, that you are in contact with.a 
mind of singular subtlety and strength, 
but it is not the mind of Christ. The 
greater part of the Apologia could have 
been written if the Four Gospels had 
never existed.” 
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The reason is that the catholicisms 
are pre-Christian. Their roots run back 
to classical paganism and probably, 
through this paganism, to primitive 
heathenism. 

This dependence of ritualistic Chris- 
tianity on earlier paganism has been 
expounded and illustrated at length by 
writers such as Conyers Middleton and 
Theodor Trede. One of the most con- 
vincing examples, that of the twin saints 
in Catholic calendars, has been worked 
out by the late Dr. Rendel Harris. 

Before giving these examples, it will 
be well to get a glimpse of Dr. Harris, 
who was a great scholar and a great 
saint. He was born in a Congregation- 
alist family, but his lifelong attachments 
were to the Society of Friends. He was 
trained in the University of Cambridge, 
where for a time he taught mathematics. 
Later he was Professor of New Testa- 
ment Greek in Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity and Haverford College. He returned 
to England to be Lecturer in Paleontol- 
ogy in the University of Cambridge and 
was also Professor of Theology in the 
Dutch University of Leyden. In 1903 
he began his great work as Director of 
Studies at the Woodbrooke Institute and 
Curator of Manuscripts at the Rylands 
Library, Manchester. 

He ,was distinguished as discoverer of 
early Christian manuscripts. Thus in 
1891 he found a Syriac version of the 
lost “Apology of Aristides” and in 1910 
a translation of the “Odes of Solomon” 
into Syriac. ,His interpretations of 
Scripture were both ingenious and bril- 
liant. But best of all he knew God, 
which is very evident in such books 
as “Memoranda Sacra” and “Union with 
God.” He walked with God and is not, 
for God hath taken him. 

During the last war his ship was twice 
torpedoed at sea and he had to spend 
days in an open boat before rescue came. 
In one instance Dr. James Hope Moulton, 
also a famous scholar, was with him 
but did not survive. “The heavenly affin- 
ities were too strong,” was Dr. Harris’ 
explanation! But they could not have 
been stronger than in his own saintly 
person. 

Mr. Ernest Gordon, in the following 
notes, describes one of Dr. Harris’ dis- 
coveries, namely that of the continua- 
tion of the worship:of Castor and Pollux, 
twin gods of classical paganism, in the 
worship of modern Catholicism. 

“And after three months we departed 
in a ship of Alexandria . . . whose sign 
was Castor and Pollux.” So wrote the 
evangelist in Acts 28:11. The twin gods 
of paganism were patrons of sailors and 
guardians of lighthouses and harbors. 
Thus the Pharos (lighthouse) of Alex- 
andria was dedicated with the inscrip- 
tion, “To the savior gods in behalf of 
those making sea-voyages.” In Cathol- 
icism the twin gods became twin saints 
and were throughout the world the de- 
fenders against storm and flood. At a 
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point on the upper Euphrates, where 
the rapids are peculiarly dangerous, a 
chapel was built to Saints Cosmas and 
Damian; and during floods in Rome the 
clergy were ordered to pray for relief 
from the restless waters in the churches 
of Saints Cosmas and Damian and Saints 
Protasius and Gervasius. The Kentish 
coast of England is surrounded on three 
sides by sea and is dangerous to sea- 
men. So in Kentish wills relating to 
church building, which are found in 
Hussey’s Testamenta Cantiana, votive 
candles are often made to twin saints 
such as Cosmas and Damian and Crispin 
and Crispian. In Notre Dame, Paris, 
is an altar built by boatmen of the Seine 
to certain Celtic divinities, including the 
Heavenly Twins. 

But beside being saints for seafaring 
folk the Twins were saints for horse- 
men, for the charioteers of the old 
Roman amphitheater,—the images of 
Castor and Pollux standing at the en- 
trance of the arena. Do we find Cath- 
olic “saints with the same function? 
Yes! Tolstoi in “War and Peace” writes 
of a Russian peasant who mentioned to 
him Frola and Laura as “the horses’ 
gods.” These are the Florus and Laurus 
of the Greek Catholic calendar. Saints 
Gervasius and Protasius were also horse- 
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men, the name Gervasius reappearing 
in a popular name for a cabman in 
France and in the Irish vehicle, jarvey 
car. The Greek church saints Peusippus 
and Elasippus are also horse saints, the 
syllables ippus being from the Greek 
for a horse. 

The twin heroes of the heathen world 
watched over the sanctity of the oath. 
They were the gods to swear by and the 
words “by jiminy” are but the survival 
of an appeal to the Gemini, or Twins. 
In our day this phase of the twin-cult 
comes out in the use of two fingers in 
court-swearing among Roman Catholics; 
also in church benedictions, an uncon- 
scious appeal of the Catholic cleric to 
the protection of Castor and Pollux for 
the ship (nave, Latin navis) of the 
church. 

That which first called Dr. Harris’ at- 
tention to the survival of pagan twin 
worship in modern ecclesiasticism was 
the number of twin saints in the calen- 
dars of the Eastern and Roman churches. 
These saints’ days occur generally about 
the same‘time in the month, around the 
18th or 19th, which led him to believe 
them a survival of a monthly cult in 
honor of Castor and Pollux. Thus the 
festival of Sts. Marcus and Marcellianus 


(Continued on page 665) 
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Was Adam Created ~ 
as a Grown Man ? 


Recently a 65-year-old man argued 
that God created man as a little, inno- 
cent, helpless baby, and cared for him 
and nourished him as a mother cares for 
and nourishes her newborn baby, and 
that he had to develop in body and mind 
before he was capable of caring for the 
garden. He used for illustration the birth 
and development of infants in our time. 
This man is a Sunday school teacher, and 
a deacon in the church. 

This is the first time I ever heard a 
person take such a stand and it seems 
queer to me. [ thought the period of 
innocency was ignorance of right and 
wrong because man had never sinned and 
knew nothing but purity. When he dis- 
obeyed God then innocency disappeared 
and conscienc? was born.—A Missouri 
reader. 


In the first place, it is not safe to base 
a teaching on an illustration; in the sec- 
ond place, there seems to be no Scrip- 
tural warrant for the statements of this 
Sunday school teacher concerning Adam. 

There is no indication of any appre- 
ciable lapse of time between the day 
when “the Lord God formed man of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7), 
and the time when “the Lord God took 
the man, and put him into the garden 
of Eden to dress it and to keep it” 





(v. 15). Just after this “Adam gave 
names to all cattle, and to the fowl of 
the air, and to every beast of the field,” 
and then was given a wife (vs. 20, 22). 
In the great passage on the resurrection 
Paul writes, “The first man Adam was 
made a living soul” (1 Cor. 15:45). It 
is true that in these passages the generic 
term is used for man, but there is no 
indication that he was created as a baby, 
and every reason to believe that he came 
from God’s hand as a grown man. 


When the word innocency is applied 
to the first age or dispensation it is gen- 
erally understood to indicate’ that Adam 
and Eve had not yet sinned. However, 
they had one command from God not 
to eat of “the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil” (Gen. 2:17), and they 
knew that it would be wrong for them 
to disobey this command. On this 
subject Dr. Scofield has the following 
illuminating note: “The First Dispen- 
sation: Innocency. Man was created 
in innocency, placed in a perfect en- 
vironment, subjected to an absolutely 
simple test, and warned of the conse- 
quence of disobedience. The woman 
fell through pride; the man, deliberately 
(1 Tim. 2:14). God restored His sin- 
ning creatures, but the dispensation of 
innocency ended in the judgment of the 
Expulsion (Gen. 3:24).” 
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OBERLIN INTERLUDE 


Charles Finney leaves his New York church to teach 
in the Ohio college town 


7 


By Richard E. Day, D.D. 
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HEN the curtain of the Chatham 
W Street Theater, in its unregen- 
erate days, rang down on the 
second act, it almost invariably meant 
a critical phase of the hero’s life must 
now be faced. The hero was in trouble; 
but the third act would get him out. He 
was poor, honest, and defeated; but the 
third act would move him into a Queen 
Anne house on Maiden Lane. The hero 
himself seemed to have little idea of 
good things to come. But, the audience 
did, and it warmed their hearts to think 
how the good man would be prospered. 
Likewise, a long look at Finney, broken 
in health, delivering the Revival Lec- 
tures, and a knowledge of his later for- 
tunes, give all the pick-up of the best 
in drama. You are deeply moved also 
to note the progress of our hero. When 
he entered the scene, he was a frontier 
boy; but now he has become a man of 
parts. Better still, the angel is just about 
to take the flail from Gideon’s hand, and 
replace it with the rod of Gamaliel. 
This process of replacement, three 
years long, is a fascinating record. Every- 
thing works together in such a way that 
reverent hearts cry, “How sublime is 
this place! Lo, God is here!” Let us 
look therefore at the movements 
whereby separate strands are first woven, 
then interwoven for Finney’s coronation, 
- * * * 


I. Out in Lorain County (remember) 
Finney’s Timothy, John Jay Shipherd, 
and Philo Stewart in the year 1834 were 
hewing out a school and founding a 
colony in five hundred acres of Ohio 
timberland. Mr. Shipherd, moreover, 
had started a church, the First Church 
of Oberlin. 

II. Down in Cincinnati, Ohio, President 
Lyman Beecher, under the patronage of 
the Tappan brothers, headed up a new 
Presbyterian institution, Lane Theolog- 
ical Seminary. Beecher, also, was pas- 
tor of Cincinnati’s Presbyterian Church, 

III. Over in New York City, the sec- 
ond curtain had fallen on the life of 
Charles Grandison Finney. His own 
health was quite broken down, the nine 
golden years ended, and the third act 
was opening with the delivery of the 
Revival Lectures. The resolving action 
is seen in the request of a number of 
young men who said, 

“Brother Finney, will you take us as 
students in theology, and teach us sacred 
eloquence?” 

The brethren who planned the Broad- 
way Tabernacle had anticipated this, and 
had built a classroom under -the choir. 


This is a chapter from the new book 

by Dr. Day, “Man of Like Passions,” 

a dramatie biography of Charles 

Grandison Finney. There is more on 

the next page about the book and 
the photograph of Finney. 








But the applicants were too numerous 
for the quarters provided. Broadway 
Tabernacle could not house a perma- 
nent program of education. 
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Behold now, how all things worked 
together for good! In Cincinnati, a re- 
volt flared up among the students of 
Lane, and “they walked out in a body.” 
The seminary trustees had touched the 
match by forbidding the students to dis- 
cuss matters related to slavery. Ken- 
tucky was just over the Ohio, and the 
big givers of the Blue Grass must not 
be offended by the school promoting 
emancipation. 


Lyman Beecher should be freed of 





Photograph by Arthur E. Princeborn 


Charles Grandison Finney 
At the age cf 42 
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blame for the situation. He has enough 
for which to answer. It is hard for those 
who admire Beecher to explain how he 
persecuted Finney from Dan to Beer- 
sheba, actually joining forces with anti- 
revival people, though he himself was 
an ardent evangelical. His private cor- 
respondence left off just a little short of 
making Finney a horse thief. 
“Untruthful! ... Spirit of lying... 
Not to be believed at all... make a 
manful stand with him (Finney)” 
True, at the end of the picture, Beecher 
was all for Finney. But the years when 
he and poor, dehydrated Nettleton went 
tomshawking after Finney are quite a 
bit too much off color for explanation. 

When news of the student revolt 
reached New York, Arthur Tappan, over- 
wrought, said to Finney: 

“You'll have to save this situation. 
Go out to Ohio somewhere, get rooms 
and teach these boys.” 

Very good; but where? 


HEN Shipherd heard the news in the 

Oberlin forests, he and the Rev. Asa 
Mahan of Cincinnati, soon to be presi- 
dent of Oberlin, rushed to New York 
as fast as Lake Erie sailboats and turn- 
pike stages could carry them. (“The 
stagecoach going was bad. Sometimes 
we could get on no more than two or 
three miles an hour.”) In New York they 
rushed to Tappan and Finney: 

“Why not get those Lane boys to 
Oberlin, and have Brother Finney take 
them, and begin a department of The- 
ology in the Institute? We have a good 
start: five hundred acres of land, a school 
charter. We have cleared the trees from 
the college square; have one building 
and several houses, and one hundred 
students in the academy.” 

“But would the boys be willing to go?” 

“Rather! Nearly every one of them 
was converted in Finney’s_ revivals. 
They’ve already said, ‘We'll go to Ober- 
lin if Brother Finney will teach us.’” 

* cs + os 


But Finney discerned serious difficul- 
ties. For one thing, he did not wish to 
be lined up with a school where the 
trustees interfered; his ideals of college 
reform went to a dangerous point; he 
wanted the way opened for Negro stu- 
dents on the same condition as white 
people. The Oberlin trustees, therefore, 
must agree not to interfere with internal 
regulation. “After a great struggle to 
overcome their prejudices, and the prej- 
udices of the community, the trustees 
agreed.” ; 

> 7 * +. 

But Finney was still troubled. For 
one thing, he did not intend to give up 
his Broadway pastorate. For another, no 
financing had been provided for Oberlin. 


Broadway Tabernacle solved the first: ~ 


“You need not resign: spend your sum- 
mers in Oberlin, and your winters on 
Broadway, and we will pay traveling ex- 
penses hoth ways.” 
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Arthur Tappan solved the second: 
“Brother Finney, my income is one hun- 
dred thousand dollars a year. You go 
to Oberlin, take hold of the school, and 
I'll finance it.” 


“Brother Tappan,” cried Finney, “your 
heart is as large as... as large as... 
New York!” 


And so it came to pass in the sum- 
mer of 1835, Finney, Lydia, and the 
family arrived in Cleveland by an Erie 
sailboat, after a much becalmed voyage. 
He immediately hired a horse and buggy, 
left Lydia behind, and drove two days 
through the dusty forest roads to Ober- 
lin. He decided to accept the work, and 
hurried the family from Cleveland to 
Oberlin. 


“Why, Charles,” said Lydia when she 
saw the timber rubbish in the college 
square, “the place has nothing. Just a 


- 





Dr. Richard Ellsworth Day is now 
well known as the author of three 
very popular books: “The Shadow 
of the Broad Brim,” a biography of 
Spurgeon; “Bush Aglow,” the story 
of Moody’s life; and “Filled with the 
Spirit.” Dr. Day received his edu- 
cation at the Bradley Polytechnic 
Institute, William Jewell College, 
Leland Stanford University, and th 
University of Southern California; 
He has been pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Riverside, Calif.; 
First Church of Phoenix, Ariz.; and 
the Hamilton Square’ Baptist 
Church, San Francisco. Since 1940 
he has devoted his entire time to 
Bible conferences, evangelistic meet- 
ings, summer assemblies, and lec- 
ture engagements. It is most appro- 
priate that his new Biography of 
Finney should appear in this year 
which marks the sesquicentennial 
of the great evangelist’s birth. The 
Times is glad to publish two chap- 
ters, one this week and one next 
week, from the new book, which 
is written in Dr. Day’s character- 
istically vivid style. (To be issued 
by the Zondervan: Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.50.) 


The striking picture of Finney 
on the preceding page shows him at 
the age of forty-two. It is an illus- 
tration in the new book, and is a 
photograph of an oil painting in the 
outer office of the president of Ober- 
lin College. The camera study was 
made by Arthur E. Princehorn, un- 
der arrangement of Allen M. Bailey, 
Secretary Publicity Bureau, Oberlin 
College. The painting was made by 
F. R. Spencer, Member of the Na- 
tional Academy, New York City, in 
the fall of 1834. Mrs. Theodore 
Hamilton presented the painting to 
the college in 1937. 
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tiny colony in the heart of a big forest. 
But, Charles, it’s just what you want. 
There is nothing here to upset your ideals 
of college reform. And I like it here.” 

Then followed three years of summers 
in Oberlin, winters on Broadway. But 
the strain was too severe to be continued. 
There was the itinerant life; and, unex- 
pected trials in financing the school. In 
1835 a commercial erash went over the 
country. The great mass of wealthy 
men, including the Tappans, were pros- 
trated. This not only left the college 
without funds to support the faculty, 
but a thirty thousand dollar building 
deficit. 

To be sure, they got out. John Keep 
and William Dawes went to England, 
raised the thirty thousand dollars among 
Britons who had been blessed by Re- 
vival Lectures. Other sums came in 
providentially, sufficient to save the day. 
But the double labor was too heavy. 
One morning in the spring of 1837, when 
the yards in Wall Street were bright with 
flowers, Finney said: 

“My dear, how can I give this up? 
the church so admirable for preaching 
the Gospel? the crowds that gather 
within sound of my voice?” 

And Lydia said: “Charles, you can 
do a hundred times more teaching those 
boys the spirit of evangelism, than by 
remaining in New York. And, besides, 
I’m tired of the noise.” 

(Shades of Hendrick Hudson, suppose 
she were to spend a 1942 spring night in 
the Chesterfield on Forty-ninth Street?) 


* * * cd 


N JUNE of 1837, therefore, he concluded 

his New York pastorate, and moved to 
Oberlin. It was doubly hard to resign 
the church, for since the delivery of 
the Revival Lectures there had been a 
continuous Fire, even the night of the 
farewell service. (In later years, he 
grieved over the death of the Taber- 
nacle: they substituted Sunday night 
lectures for the Gospel, and the glory 
departed.) 

When he arrived in Oberlin, he found 
the First Church pastorless. Beloved 
John Shipherd, though but thirty-five, 
was beaten to the buff, utterly broken 
down. Finney accepted the call to the 
pastorate. Thus, in the autumn of 1837 
the Oberlin Interlude was concluded, 
with Charles Grandison Finney a resi- 
dent of Oberlin, pastor of the First 
Church, and head of the Department of 
Theology, Oberlin Institute, and the Rev. 
Asa Mahan, president. 


Another chapter of Dr. Day’s new 
book on Charles Finney will be pub- 
lished next week. 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of The Sun- 
DAY ScHooL Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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Lesson for September 6 


Pagan Roots of Modem 
Catholicism 
(Continued from second page) 


occurs on June 18; Sts. Florus and 
Laurus on August 18; Sts. Protasius and 
Gervasius June 10; St. Poleuctes (or 
Pollux, Greek Polydeuces) on May 19 
,and December 19; St. Kastoulos on De- 
cember 18 St. Kastor on September 11; 
the festival of Discuros, or the Twins, 
on April 10. Thus*in six months of the 
year worship of Castor and Pollux ap- 
pears, thinly disguised, in the calen- 
dars of either Roman or Greek Catholic 
churches. 


Back of the twin saints of Catholicism 
are the twin heroes of paganism. But 
back of the twin heroes is the twin 
superstition of folklore, the taboos on 
twin children and the mother who gives 
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birth to them. Even among native 
Christians in Old Calabar (Nigeria) 
membership was formerly refused to 
twins, or to the mother of twins. The 
Greek belief that of the twins, Castor 
and Pollux, one was mortal and the 
other immortal, is td be explained by 
the traditional belief in a dual paternity 
of all twins,— one known, the other 
unknown and from the spirit world. In 
general the ramifications of twin wor- 
ship are extraordinarily widespread and 
Dr. Harris traced them at length. These 
studies are documents of the first im- 
portance to show the essentially pagan 
character of the catholicisms which 
afflict modern life and parody Christian- 
ity. The Church of Rome’ years ago set 
its scholars to work to answer Dr. Har- 
ris but unavailingly. No adequate an- 
swer can be formulated. 








The seriousness of neglecting God's 
offer of salvation 





A Twofold Failure 


By Paul H. Graef 

















HE person of whom I shall now write 

was one of the most attractive and 
likable men I have ever known, and 
from the first I found myself greatly 
drawn to him. After an acquaintance 
of several years, he entered the employ 
of the same business concern with which 
I was connected, which brought us into 
daily contact. He was of high moral 
character, was well educated, and made 
it his practice to keep informed in many 
directions; thus his conversation was 
most interesting and informative, adding 
much to the pleasure of his company. 

We lunched together frequently, and 
I found out that while he was greatly 
and genuinely interested in so many 
subjects, there was one in which he was 
not at all interested. And to me, that 
is the subject of all subjects: the Per- 
son and the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. During the more than six 
years that ‘he was in the same office, 
time and time again I spoke to him, or 
tried to speak to him, about his soul, but 
it became increasingly evident that he 
would have nothing to do with the Lord 
Jesus. 

Well do I recall one Saturday after- 
noon a few weeks before he was to 
leave us and take a new position else- 
where. Recognizing, that it might be 
my last chance to talk to him, I asked 
him to lunch. The office closed at. one 
o’clock, and we promptly went to the 
restaurant. When we had finished eat- 
ing, the conversation was brought 
around to the subject of God’s love 





This is the concluding article in Mr. Graef’s 
series of ten. 


for and personal interest in him. He 
was shown from the Scriptures that 
God had sent His Son Jesus Christ into 
the world to save sinners, and that to 
accomplish this, Christ had died on Cal- 
vary’s cross; and that God offered him, 
as a sinner for whom Christ had died, 
immediate pardon and salvation, if he 
would put his trust in Christ as his 
Saviour and Lord. I witnessed to him 
as to the great blessing and joy that had 
come into my own life through having 
accepted and confessed Christ as my 
personal Saviour and my Lord. You 
can appreciate how earnestly I pleaded 
with him, when you learn that it was 
long after four o’clock before we left 
that lunch table. 

While he was most friendly and cour- 
teous throughout the time we were to- 
gether, his decision was that he was not 
at all interested, and that he saw no 
reason for accepting Christ. And that 
is how we left each other that day. 
Never again did he give me an oppor- 
tunity to speak on the subject. 

He died three years later, and from 
that day to this, I have pitied that dear 
fellow with all my heart. “Why do you 
pity him,” you may ask, “isn’t he dead?” 
To which my answer is, that in my 
reading of the Scriptures, death is not 
the end of things for any of us. 

There had been presented to that 
friend, again and again, God’s wondrous 
message of salvation conditioned solely 
upon faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. And in refusing to believe 
it, and deliberately rejecting it, he had 
denied both God the Father, and Jesus 
Christ the Son of God. John 3:18 reads, 
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“He that believeth on him is not con- 
demned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begot- 
ten Son of God.” And in John 3:36 we 
read, “He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” Please 
note that what has been quoted is God’s 
Word. It did not originate with me. 


From these Scriptures it will be seen 
that unless without my knowledge my 
friend afterwards changed his mind and 
accepted Christ before he died, he passed 
out of this life condemned, of God, and 
with the wrath of God abiding on him. 
And on the day of judgment what can 
he say to God, having denied His Son 
here on earth? It*is during our earthly 
lifetime that we are given opportunity 
to accept the salvation so freely offered 
to all, and it is our belief in Christ, or 
our refusal or neglect to accept Him, 
that determines our relationship to the 
Father and to the Son throughout the 
eternal future. In Matthew 10:32, 33 we 
read, “Whosoever therefore shall confess 
me before men, him will I confess also 
before my Father which is in heaven. 
But whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I also deny before my 
Father which is in heaven.” 


In closing, with sorrow I record the 
twofold failure which took place’ that 
Saturday afternoon. My failure to win 
that friend to Christ was one of the two. 
But my friend’s failure, and refusal, to 
accept the gift of God, was a tragedy, 
‘was it not? Surely, if among the read- 
ers of this experience of -mine, some- 
one may come to see himself as also 
refusing or neglecting the claims of 
Christ, the danger may be recognized, 
and the right decision for Christ may 
be made before it is too late. 


New York Ciry. 








Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


Compiled by Grace Clifford Howard 


Research Secretary of the 
Scientific Temperance Federation 




















Alcohol in Medicine——Not so many 
years ago, large quantities of alcohol 
were used in the treatment of the sick. 
This is no longer true, as is illustrated 
by recent figures given by Dr. J. D. 
Rolleston, formerly medical superintend- 
ent of the Western Hospital, London. In 
the year 1925, the hospital used 2,589 
ounces of brandy for between 3,000 and 
4,000 patients. In 1926, after Dr. Rolle- 
ston took over the superintendency, 
999% ounces were used; in 1927, 25% 
ounces; in 1928, 1 oGnce, and during the 
last ten years, none has been used. 


(Continued on page 674) 
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LESSON 10. SEPT. 6. THE ALCOHOL PROBLEM: PAST AND PRESENT 


International Vator Lesson.—In Ancient Sodom—Genesis 13:13; 19:23-25, Deuteronomy 32: 31-33 
In Ancient Israel—Amos 6:1-7 


Golden Text.—The way of the ungodly shall perish.— Psa. 1:6 








Kine JaAMEs VERSION 


Gen. 13:13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners 
before the Lord exceedingly. 


19:23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into 
Zoar. 

24’Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven; 

25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the 
inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 


Derit. 32:31 For their rock is not as our Rock, even our enerhies 
themselves being judges. 

32 For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of 
Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are 
bitter: 

33 Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom 
of asps. 

Amos 6:1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in the 
mountain of Samaria, which are named chief of the nations, to 
whom the house of Israel came ! 

2 Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to 
Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: be 
they better than these kingdoms?* or their border greater than 
your border? 

3 Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of 
violence to come near; 

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon 
their couches, and eat the lambs’ out of the flock, and the calves 
out of the midst of the stall; 

5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Gen. 13:13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners 
against Jehovah exceedingly. 


19:23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot came unto 
Zoar. 24 Then Jehovah rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from Jehovah out of heaven; 25 and he over- 
threw those cities, and all the Plain, and all the inhabitants of 
the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 

Deut. 32:31 For their rock is not as our Rock, 

Even our enemies themselves being judges. 
32 For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, 

And of the fields of Gomorrah: 

Their grapes are grapes of gall, 

Their clusters are bitter: 

33 Their wine is the poison of serpents, 

And the cruel venom of asps. 


Amos 6:1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and to them 
that ,are securejin the mountain of Samaria, the notable men of 
the éhief of the nations, to whom. the house of Israel come! 
2 Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to 
Hamath the great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines: are 
they better than these kingdoms? or is their border greater than 
your border? 3—ye that put far away the evil day, and cause 
the ' seat of violence fo come near; 4 that lie upon beds of ivory, 
and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat the lambs 
out of the flock, and, the calves out of the midst of the stall; 
5 that sing idle songs to’ the sound of the viol; that invent for 
themselves instruments of music, ? like David; 6 that drink * wine 
in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief oils; but they are 
not grieved for the affliction of Joseph. 
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instruments of musick, like David; 


6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the 
chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of 


Joseph. 


7 Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go 
captive, and the banquet of them that stretched themselves shall 


be removed. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HROUGHOUT all the _ centuries 
since Noah, esteemed by God as a 
righteous man, was deceived by 
wine and so became the object of the 
mockery of one of his own sons, the 
alcohol problem has been one with 
which practically all nations have had 
to contend. It is remarkable how wide- 
spread is the use of this narcotic poison, 
and from what various fruits and grains 
it is made by different people, both sav- 
age and civilized. In all lands it has 
been the cause of countless crimes and 
of deepest degradation, yet men of the 
highest culture and those of the greatest 
ignorance are often-found in the same 
ranks, fighting to enable the manufac- 
turers of this deadly menace to human 
happiness, civilization, and religion to 
continue unmolested in their conscience- 
less efforts to enrich themselves at the 
expense of the degradation of their fel- 
low men. 


7 Therefore shall they now go captive with the first that go 


pass away. 


captive; and the revelry of them that stretched themselves shall 


1Or, sitting. *Or, like David’s. *Heb., in bowls of wine. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


While the Scriptures do not tell us in 
so many words that the use of intoxi- 
cating liquor was responsible for the 
beastliness that has made the very name 
of Sodom abhorrent to respectable peo- 
ple, there can be little reason to doubt 
that such was the case. The passage 
quoted from Deuteronomy in today’s les- 
son at least seems to intimate this. And 
in Israel’s long history God had to re- 
buke His people again and again for 
their intemperance and the sins con- 
nected with it. 


Today we have the same problems to 
face, and we need in this land of Bibles 
an awakening of conscience as to our 
responsibility for the further toleration 
of this deadly peril to the peace of our 
homes and the honor of our country. 


The Historical Setting 


The ancient cities.of Sodom and Go- 
morrah were built up in the great valley 
now covered by the Dead Sea, some few 
centuries after the deluge. Their de- 
struction occurred about 1,900 years be- 
fore Christ. Recent archeological ex- 
plorations seem to corroborate the 
Genesis account in a remarkable way. 


Amos, a herdsman of Tekoa, was 
called of God to the Hrophetic office, and 
sent to declare the méssage of the Lord 
in the very court of Jeroboam II, in the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel, in the first 
third of the eighth century B.C. We know 
nothing more concerning him than that 
which is recorded in his self-revealing 
book, which is replete with autobio- 
graphical references. 


Verse by Verse 


Genesis 13:13—“The men of Sodom 
were wicked and sinners before thé Lord 
exceedingly.” It was a sad day when 
Lot pitched his tent toward this guilty 
city, whose evil reputation was well 
known even in the days of Abraham. 
Probably Lot never intended to settle 
there, but he was soon found dwelling 
in the midst of this eorrupt people. Per- 
haps he thought he and his family might 
be able to help bring about better con- 
ditions, but the evil was too strongly 
entrenched for that. The path of sep- 
aration is for the child of God the path 
of safety. 


Chap. 19:23.—‘Lot entered into Zoar.” 
The previous part of the chapter tells 
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Lesson for September 6 


of the angels’ visit to Lot in Sodom, the 
effort to gather all his family and their 
connections together that they might 
flee from the doomed city, the final evi- 
dence of the vileness of its inhabitants, 
and the deliverance of Lot, his wife, 
and his daughters before the judgment 
fell. The Lord had commanded Lot to 
flee to the mountain, but he pleaded to 
be permitted to go into the small town 
of Zoar, and God consented. It was 
characteristic of Lot to take the line of 
least resistance. 


Verses 24 and 25.—“The Lord rained 
. brimstone and fire . .. out of 
heaven.” The whole country today gives 
evidence of its having passed through 
such a catastrophe. God, in His wrath, 
destroyed utterly the cities which had 
become infamous for the vilest and most 
unnatural of sins. Human nature, in- 
flamed by poisonous indulgences, is 
capable of beastliness to which the low- 
est of the brute creation would not de- 
scend. 


Deut. 32:31.—“Their rock is not as our 
Rock.” The God of Israel, holy and 
righteous, stands out in vivid contrast 
to the vile, imaginary gods of the 
heathen. Even the enemies of Israel 
could see the difference between the holy 
law of Jehovah and the sanctioned deg- 
radation of pagan licentiousness. 


Verse 32.—“Their vine is of the vine 
of Sodom.” There is a close moral link 
between the wickedness and self-indul- 
gence of idolatrous nations and the las- 
civious corruption of the cities of the 
plain. The implication seems to be that 
both alike were the result of intoxica- 
tion by excessive use of wine and other 
alcoholic drinks. Undoubtedly, the vine 
of Sodom flourished in that almost trop- 
ical valley, and its fruit would be mis- 
used by men who had turned their backs 
upon God. 


Verse 33.—“Their wine is the poison 
of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps.” 
These words aptly describe the evil 
spirit that hides in the wine cup, which 
at the last bites like a serpent and stings 
like an adder (Prov. 23:31, 32). 

Amos 6:1.—‘Woe to them that are at 
ease in Zion.” The prophet expresses 
God’s indignation with those who, while 
professing His name, are comfortably 
indifferent to the evils which are plagu- 
ing the nation and threatening the de- 
struction of its people. 

Verse 2.—‘Be they better than these 
kingdoms?” He would have the ob- 
server compare the conditions in the land 
of Israel, where the people have had the 
benefit of instruction from the Word of 
God, with the state of things existing 
among their heathen neighbors. The 
same evils afflicted both groups, because 
of the waywardness of their hearts. 

Verse 3.—“Ye that put far away the 
evil day.” God had forewarned of cer- 
tain judgment if His law was despised, 
but those who gloried in being of His 
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Lesson Calendar 
Last Week’s Lesson 


9. August 30.—Jacob Seeks God’s Help. 
Genesis 31 to 33 





10, September 6.—The Alcohol Problem: 


Past and Present. In Ancient 

Sodom. Genesis 13:13; 19:23-25; 

Deuteronomy 32:31-33. In Ancient 

SED sacdasddsweansceetenen ae Amos 6:1-7 
11. September 13.—Joseph Sold into Slav- 

Or: nos bkeon meds ste Pes Genesis 37, 39 to 41 
12. September 20.—Judah: An Example of 

Self-Sacrifice ............ Genesis 42 to 44 
13. September 27.—Joseph: An Example 


of Forgiveness ........ Genesis 45 to 50 








chosen people ignored His solemn de- 
nunciation of their wickedness and acted 
as though the threatened punishment 
would never come in their time, thus 
actually inviting “the seat of wiolence to 
come near.” 


Verse 4.—“‘That lie upon beds of ivory.” 
Indulging themselves in every luxury, 
they lived only for the passing moment, 
gorging themselves gluttonously, and ig- 
noring the true state of affairs in the 
nation. 


Verse 5.—“Invent to themselves instru- 
ments, of musick, like David.” David rec- 
ognized music as a gift from God, to be 
used for His glory. These sensual, care- 
less, and godless people used it as an 
adjunct to the riotous feasts and sin- 
ful carousals. Plato said, “When music 
changes, morals change,” and this has 
often been manifested. 


Verse 6.—“That drink wine in bowls, 
and ... are not grieved for the affliction 
of Joseph.” Greedily trying to satisfy 
their appetites for strong drink with gen- 
erous portions of wine, they were utterly 
indifferent to the perplexities and sor- 
rows whereby the nation was afflicted. 
They thought only of self-gratification. 


Verse 7.—“Now shall they go captive 
with the first that go captive.” Weak- 
ened by dissipation and rendered ineffi- 
cient by their soul-destroying habits, 
there was no strength to stand against 
their enemies in the day of conflict. Van- 
quished first by their own vices, they 
would fall an easy prey to their enemies. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


No man can afford to trifle with habit- 
forming sins. That which at first may 
seem harmless and insignificant becomes 
at last as a powerful serpent, twining 
about the entire being and crushing its 
victim to pieces. The way to be sure 
that one will never become a drunkard 
or a profligate is to flee from temptation 
when first presented, and refuse reso- 
lutely to trifle with Sin in any shape 
or form. To do this successfully one 
needs the grace of God. But he who 
turns to the Lord in repentance, and 
yields to Him both as Saviour and Lord, 
will be given all needed strength to re- 
sist the power of every foe seeking his 
destruction. 
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A Lesson Outline 
Deuteronomy 32:31-33 

1, God is the Rock of salvation (v. 31a) 

2. The gods of the heathen are helpless 
to save (v. 31b) 

3. Sin in every form is hateful to God, 
as the vine of Sodom (v. 32a) 

4. Its doom is as certain as that which 
fell on the fields of Gomorrah (v. 
32b) 

5. Sin which seems sweet at first turns 
into bitterness at last (v. 33a) 

6. The power of habit destroys like the 
venom of asps (v. 33b) 


Special Lesson Topies and Truths 

Amos wrote at a time when the virile 
nations of the East were plotting the de- 
struction of Israel, which had become 
effete and helpless because of forgetful- 
ness of God and luxurious living, with 
its gluttony, sensuality, and inebriation. 
Thus they were weak when their power- 
ful enemies came against them with 
whirlwind foree. Nothing so destroys a 
nation as sins of this character. 

The United States at War. Surely in 
days of stress such as the present, we, 
as a people, need to be sober and serious. 
The millions of our strongest and finest 
young men, who are either in training 
or actually in the spheres of conflict, 
sheuld not be exposed to the ravages of 
strong drink and licentiousness. Our 
Government owes it to them to protect 
them from these evils, not only for their 
own sakes, but for the sake of the par- 
ents and other loved ones who have 
given their sons so freely for the de- 
fense of our liberties. 


Applications and Summaries 


The vine of Sodom produced. poisonous 
fruit, which destroyed the moral stamina 
af the people who inhabited the cities 
of the plain. Do we ever trifle with 
habit-forming drugs or drinks which are 
calculated to ruin us for time and eter- 
nity? 

One of the worst things about drunk- 
enness is the selfishness it engenders in 
the heart of its victim. For drink, men 
will rob their families, beggar their 
children, and forfeit the respect of all 
decent citizens. - 


A converted drunkard testified re- 
cently, . “Before God saved me I drank 
up an eight-room house, and all its fur- 
niture, together with an automobile, and 
a lucrative business.” He had to start 
life again at the very beginning, but he 
did so in dependence on the Lord. 

If inclinded to ignore the warnings 
in the Bible against drunkenness,’ one 
would do well to visit one of the incur- 
able wards of a great city hospital and 
ask himself, “Do I want to end my life 
like this?” 

CuHICcAGoO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing th questions is 

unusual one, and accounts Stor Lo vari- 
ow. vetimulus and searc character. They 
are written by three mem of The - 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 

as given on a later page of this issue? 


HY did the Lord send destruction upon 
the beautiful district of Sodom and 
Gomorrah? 

2. Were Sodom and Gomorrah more 
wicked than the cities of the world today, 
as God destroyed them and spares ours? 

3. What is meant by “the vine of Sodom”? 

~ (Deut. 32:32.) 

4. What is the theme of Amos 6:1-7? 

5.Is not America guilty of the same 
spirit of intemperance and excessive lux- 
ury that Amos mentions? 

6. Why is licentiousness so frequently 
linked with drunkenness? 

7. What is the surest way never to become 
a drunkard? 

8. If already under the power of the 
liquor habit, what sure remedy is there? 

9. What is God’s commandment regarding 
relationship with the wrong crowd? 


10. Why is the liquor business not a legit- 
imate industry? 





Answers to the Questions 


“The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 672 of this issue. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading caref a leafiet ex- 
laining the conditions of this epee ment. The 


li list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in ny Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 


trations are constantly having to be t= gi 4 
the editors, which might otherwise - 
able. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday Schoo 
Times three full months in advance of the note 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Finney’s Startling Text.—But the men 
of Sodom were wicked and sinners be- 
fore the Lord exceedingly (Gen. 13:13). 
When Finrey was holding meetings at 
Antwerp, N.. Y., an elderly man from a 
neighboring village asked him to come 
to his town to hold a service. He said 
that they had had no church services 
there in years. Finney went the next 
night and found the schoolhouse packed. 
He selected as his text, “Up, get you 
out of this place: for the Lord will de- 
stroy this city” (Gen. 19:14). In his ser- 
mon Finney declared, “If you have had 
no meeting in this town, you must be 
ungodly.” The people thought him of- 


fensively personal, but their anger turned 
to conviction, and a mighty revival be- 
gan in their midst. He later discovered 
that the town was called Sodom, and 
that the godly man who had invited him 
was nicknamed “Lot.”—From The Sun- 
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day School Times. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Might as Well Have What Was Left. 
—Their grapes are grapes of gall, their 
clusters are bitter (Deut. 32:32). When 
she married a fine young man and had 
a beautiful home, the young wife said, 
“This is heavenly.” But the young man 
began to drink, and she suffered untold 
abuses and privations. A few years later 
he, her husband, was brought home a 
corpse, killed in a drunken brawl. After 
the funeral the saloonkeeper sent her 
notice that her home and all she had 
was his in settlement of her husband’s 
drink bill. As she tried to break her 
last crust of bread into a saucer for her 
two children, she broke down and cried, 
the tears falling into the saucer. She 
poured those tears into a bottle and sent 
it to the seller of booze with a note which 
said, “These tears represent my love, my 
home, my husband, my hopes, my all. 
Take them, too. It is all I’ve got.”— 
Rewritten from the Christian Reader’s 
Digest. Sent by Mrs, Gerald Dyer, Wye- 
vale, Ont., Can. Prize illustration. 


Rivalling the Man Behind the Gun.— 
Their wine is the poison of dragons, and 
the cruel venom of asps (v. 33). 

You talk of the man behind the gun, 

And the deadly work that he has done, 

But much more deadly work by far 

Is done by the man behind the bar. 


—Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport,.Eng. 


The Greater Weapon.—Their wine is 
the poison of dragons, and the cruel 
venom of asps (v. 33). A company of 
people stood looking at an immense 
brass-mouthed gun. A gentleman said, 
“It is perfect and beautiful; but was 
there ever such a wholesale sure weapon 
of death?” “Yes; a distillery,” said a 
lady aloud; and no one said a word more; 
they knew that every barrel of liquor 
scatters broadcast woe and want, shame 
and sorrow, disease and death—From 
the New Illustrator. Sent by Elsie M. 
Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 


A Fear That Is Not Cowardly.—Woe 
to them ... that drink wine (Amos 
6:1, 6). We are sometimes taunted with 
being afraid of a little alcoholic drink. 
No one had more courage than the Duke 
of Wellington, a man who brought more 
luster on the flag of England than any 
other man who has ever lived, and yet 
he was afraid of drink. On one occasion, 
when he was marching his victorious 
army across the Pen‘nsula, he halted the 
whole army. Why? Simply because 
news had been brought to him that an 
immemse store of Spanish wine lay di- 


_ rectly in his line of march. He halted 


the whole victorious British Army until 
he had sent on his sappers to blow every 
single barrel to pieces. He was not a 
coward; he was not afraid; he saw the 
danger; he knew the foul, fascinating 
power of this drug upon both mind and 
body, and he took measures against his 
soldiers’ being exposed to temptation.— 


From Canon Wilberforce, in the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


If It Could Only Be Kept in the Can. 

—That drink wine in bowls (v. 6). 

When the beer is in the can, 

The wit is in the man; 

But when the beer is in the man, 

The wit is in the can. ; 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by E. M. James, Toronto. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Sure Cure for Sodom.—And he 
overthrew those cities, and all the plain 
(Gen. 19:25). In the very “wet” period 
before the Eighteenth Amendment, when 
two cities near each other had a fight 
about baseball or some other contest, 
they were likely to call each other hard 
names. ‘Towns like Wilkes-Barre and 
Scranton, Newark and Jersey City, St. 
Paul and Minneapolis, Squedunk and 
Hard Scrabble, called each other Sodom 
and Gomorrah. With liquor go all the 
other vices, and this is what makes 
drinking such an evil. 

Sodom is a very good illustration of 
strong drink at its worst. What the city 
was like can be guessed a little bit 
from the history of the Lot family, which 
we have in the Scriptures. 

When Abraham was pleading with God 
to spare the city from destruction it 
may be remembered he stopped at ten. 
God said he would not destroy the city 
if there were ten righteous people in 
it. It was not God who stopped at ten, 
but Abraham. Abraham probably knew 
the city and that is why he stopped. 
This writer has always thought if there 
had been even fewer righteous than 
ten, and Abraham had asked for their 
sakes, God would not have destroyed 
the place. 

I was in a “Twin City” some years 
ago which had been accused by its 
neighbor as being a Sodom. This city 
took the matter to heart and brought 
in an evangelist and a detective, and 
they were cleaning up the city with the 
help of the Gospel and the strong arm 
of John Law, and that city has been a 
clean and proud city to this very day. 


Rum Ads.—Their vine is of the vine ° 


of Sodom (Deut. 32:32). One of the 
striking features of magazine publica- 
tions in the present time is the amount 
of space given up to the advertisements 
of liquor of all kinds. ' Some of the 
most widely circulated magazines have 
been the publications of the Curtis Pub- 
lishing Company, especially The Satur- 
day Evening Post. This company has 
absolutely refused to accept any adver- 
tisements of strong drink, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that such business would 
have been most profitable in times of 
depression, when expenditures for ad- 
vertising had greatly dropped off. Some 
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Lesson for September 6 


of the stockholders of the Curtis Pub- 
lishing Company thought the liquor ad- 
vertisements should be accepted, and the 
matter came to vote. The stockholders 
overwhelmingly endorsed the “dry” pol- 
icy of the magazines published by the 
company. The advertising firm of N. W. 
Ayer turned down a million dollar cus- 
tomer who had added the manufacture 
of liquor to his business. 


The competition among the liquor” 


sellers is very great, and they are con- 
stantly looking for slogans. It has oc- 
curred to me that the present text would 
make a fine slogan for a brand of booze. 
An advertisement showing a big bottle 
of liquor carrying a glaring label, read- 
ing, “The Ripened Product of the Vine 
of Sodom” would attract great attention, 
and if they wanted a border for the 
label they could adopt the serpent motif, 
which curls around its victim like the 
vine around the trellis. 

In our culinary department we have 
deviled ham, deviled eggs, deviled clams, 
deviled crabs, and a cake called devil’s 
food. Why not have Sodom Beer, Sodom 
Gin, and Sodom Whisky? The adver- 
tiser might add a footnote to his page 
or half-page, “We guarantee the users 
of our product a Sodom windup.” Such 
advertising would escape the law against 
this misleading advertising. 


The American Way.—That drink wine 
in bowls (Amos 6:6). There used to be, 
and probably still are, two kinds of 
glasses in which beer is served over the 
bar—a small glass called a “pony” and 
a larger glass called a “schooner.” 

Our grandchildren on the farm began 
their horsemanship with ponfes, and they 
finished with large spirited’ jumping 
herses which could throw the rider and 
sometimes kill or badly injure him. 

Thexe are two kinds of drinking — the 
European way and the American way. 

The late Dr. Shriner of Grennell Col- 
lege, the author of a number of books 
on our alien population, said the things 
we don’t like in the men who come 
from Southeast Europe to work in the 
Coatesville steel mills is their attempt to 
be American. In their native country 
the wines which they drink are very 
low in alcohol content, and, though quite 
cheap, just one glass or bottle does for 
a whole evening and the men do not 
get drunk and disorderly. All these for- 
eigners have a burning desire to come to 
America, and in order to get enough 
money they practice the severest kind of 
self-denial. These men are really the 
very best of the countries from which 
they come. When they get over here 
they do not at first come in contact with 
the best of American workmen. They 
are taken out by the drinkers, who want 
to help them spend their wages. When 
they drink glass after glass of beer they 
think they are being American. In other 
words, in their own country they take 
their liquor in a teacup, but over here 
they take it in bowls. 
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It has long been contended that the 
worst feature of the liquor business in 
this prosperous land is our habit of 


cry, “Now have one on me.” 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


treating, where a group of men B. 
drinking place will one after ano 
Os 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Suicidal Folly, 

Discussion: Is the best of reasoning for 
admitting alcoholic stimulants into the 
life of a nation, or an army, or an in- 
dividual sufficient to offset the inevit- 
able disastrous effect and results caused 
by them? 


Objective: Total abstinence, 











AY, fellows, it is stated by those who 

have made an investigation of the 
subject, that “liquor has defeated more 
men, more armies, more nations than 
any other cause.” In a release from 
the American Business Men’s Research 
Foundation, these facts are recalled: 
Alexander the Great bewailed that “there 





¢ dr 

Typ, 
‘were no more ray nquer.” His 
end came in a dri g/gpree. “There,” 
said Plutarch, “he all the night 
and the nal till at last he found 
a fever coming*over him.” He had con- 
quered the world by strategy and mili- 
tary power, htt. Alcohol conquered him. 
He died ‘drunk a¥ithe age of 33. Rome 
grew strong an@powerful in her earlier 
years while observing a program of 
strict sobriety, then lapsed into a period 
of dissipation, and her great civilization 
was destroyed. The Normans won the 
battle of Hastings after passing the night 
in fasting and prayer, so the historian 
William of Malmesbury writes, while 
the Anglo-Saxons devoted the same 
period to drunkenness... The American 
troops crossed the Delaware on Christ- 
mas Eve, 1776, and won the Battle of 
Trenton when they surprised the Hes- 
sian soldiers celebrating the season with 
drinking and feasting. 

The Battle of Waterloo, fought in 
June, 1815, was lost to Napoleon, be- 
cause Marshall Ney, retiring to his head- 
quarters on the eve of the battle, “fell 
into a deep and prolonged sleep” after 
imbibing his favorite Burgundy too 
freely, and “when he awoke... he 
found himself apparently unable to give 
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orders or reach any decision.” In March, 
1918, when the German forces were ad- 
vancing on Paris, “the spearhead of the 
advance suddenly broke. No one could 
tell why. . . .” What transpired, as 
was. afterward officially reported by 
Prof. Hans Schmidt of Helle, a com- 
manding officer on the West Front, was 
that “the French left a great supply of 
alcoholic drink as the surest means of 
retarding the German advance. Two 
whole divisions were found drunk, ready 
to be cut down by the Allied troops. 
. . . The »wwine-drenched Germans were 
simply mowed down by the enemy 
machine guns.” The Crown Prince, 
acknowledging the receipt of Schmidt’s 
report, said, “If we had not found alco- 
hol we should have advanced much 
farther than the March offensive. You 
are right in laying your finger on this 
painful wound.” 

Press reports during recent months 
reveal ‘the verdict of the French Gov- 
ernment in August, 1940, that “alcohol- 
ism was the chief cause of the French 
army’s,moral collapse, and the worst of 
France’s four great problems”! 

Is it not strange, fellows, that an in- 
dividual, or a battalion, or an army, 
or a nation, would commit the folly of 
allowing an alcoholic beverage to be ad- 
mitted into any part of the program? 
No matter how mighty may be a nation, 
how commercially rich, how splendid 
its industries, how well equipped its 
armies and navies, nor how well trained 
and brave, the subtle infiltration of al- 
coholic beverages can destroy it; or will 
reduce it to such a condition as to make 
it an easy prey to the enemy. No mat- 
ter how physically fit may be a young 
fellow, how well educated, how keen 
and alert his mind, how aspiring and 
how brave and fearless, the forming of 
the alcoholic habit, usually begun in the 
apparently harmless little social drink, 
can reduce the magnificent specimen of 
manhood to helpless inefficiency. Your 
very first drink bears the brand of 
suicidal folly. 

Away back, sixty years before our 
Lord was born, the philosopher Cicero 
said, “A sensual and intemperate youth 
hands over a worn-out body to old age.” 
And a few years later another great 
philosopher, Seneca, said, “Drunkenness 
is nothing but voluntary madness.” In 
our Scripture lesson today, we are told 
of the “vine of Sodom” which yields the 
“grapes of gall.” “Their wine is the 
poison of dragons, and the cruel venom 
of asps”! Some valuable lessons we 
learn very quickly, but it seems that in 
spite of the warnings of wisdom down 
through the ages, confirmed by the bit- 
terest experiences, the race refuses to 
learn its plain lesson about alcohol. 

Make up your miad, for one, that you 
will not touch it! 


_ Avon. Park, Fa. 
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From the. Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, it 
is a dark picture that we see wherever alco- 
hol has been the artist. Gloomy facts stand 
out in the background and in the foreground, 
and Thy Word, teaching us the restraints that 
should be recognized by the faithful follower 
of the Lord Jesus, is not found where liquor 
has its sway. We thank thee that Thy Word 
is strong for the righteousness of sobriety and 
self-denial, and the rewards all along the way 
are great. We ask Thee to give us a con- 
trolling sense of what really belongs to the 
life that we should live, and may Thy guid- 
ance be given to us at every step of the way 
that we may not waste valuable strength in 
the indulgences which lead only to disaster 
and disappointment. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Alcohol is not a 
new problem by any means. It was an 
Old Testament problem, and also pointed 
out in the New. Under the touch of 
alcohol the ancients suffered just as the 
life of the people of today must suffer 
in the measure in which we give way to 
control by alcohol. In this copy of THe 
SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs there are illustra- 
tions of the place that alcohol had in the 
life of the people. There should be no con- 
cessions to its beverage use. (The super- 
intendent here may quote from pages 
665 and 674 of this issue material that will 
interest the school, and help to point 
out to the young the dangers of this 
product.) Why take the risks that the 
use of alcohol involves, even if we fool- 
ishly think that we can stop when we 
please? Let us ask God today to 
strengthen us against this great evil. 
Let us pray. 





LCOHOL 
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WHICH WAY IS BETTER? 











For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


AKE the story of Lot and his Uncle 
Abram real to the children. Lot’s 
father was Abram’s brother, and he died 
before the family left the old home in 
Ur of the Chaldees, so Lot went with 
his uncie and grandfather. Then Grand- 
father Terah died in Haran, and Abram 
and his beautiful wife Sarai took their 
nephew Lot along with them to Canaan. 
When they went down into Egypt, Lot 
went along and came back with them 
to Canaan, even to Bethel. By this time 
Abram was a very rich man, with cattle 
and flocks and gold and silver, and Lot 
also had flocks and herds and tents. 
Then trouble began. Perhaps feed 
was short or there may not have been 
water enough. The herdsmen of Abram 
began to quarrel and fight with the 
herdsmen of Lot. So Abram took Lot 
out one day for a little walk and a little 
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talk. They came to a hill where they 
could look out over the country. Abram 
said, “Let us not have any quarrel, Lot, 
nor any fighting between our herdsmen. 
Is not the whole country before you? 
Choose where you want to go, and I'll 
go the other way, so we will each have 
roam.” 

You know what Lot did. Poor, greedy 
Lot! He forgot that Abram had been 
like a father to him, he forgot that he 
owed to Abram all he had. He saw that 
beautiful plain of the Jordan, well 
watered everywhere and fertile as the 
garden of Eden. And he chose that for 
his part. He left the hill country, where 
water was scarce and feed often short, 
for his uncle. 

Abram made no complaint. They 
separated. Lot moved down to one of 
the cities of the plain, but the Word 
tells us he pitched his tent toward 
Sodom, and the next we hear of him, 
he had moved into Sodom. 

He and his possessions had been cap- 
tured and carried away by an invading 
king. I’m afraid we would have said, 
“It’s too bad about Lot, isn’t it, but he 
had it coming to him.” But Abram 
gathered his trained servants and 
marched after the army and rescued 
Lot and his goods and his family and 
his servants. The last chapter of Lot’s 
story we all know, how the angels came 
to Sodom and found him one of the 
leading citizens, sitting in the gate. The 
angels hurried Lot, and his wife and two 
daughters, out of the city before it was 
destroyed by fire from Heaven. 

Suppose we add up the gain and loss 
for Lot. He had acquired riches and 
position, but he went out of Sodom with 
nothing, and lived in a cave with his 
two daughters. He lost his wife who 
loved Sodom so well that she looked 
back. She became a pillar of salt. 

Selfish Lot stands as a contrast to gen- 
erous Abraham. 

_Peter tells us Lot was a just and 
righteous man (2 Pet. 2:7, 8), but he 
had no testimony even in his own fam- 
ily. He is a type of the worldly Chris- 
tian, saved because he believes on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but having no spirit- 
ual power. Abraham is the type of the 
spiritual believer whom God can bless 
abundantly. Try to give the children 
this contrast, and present the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the One who can save them 
and take out of their hearts any greed 
or selfishness they have. 

A good illustration for the -black- 
board or Scripturegraph is two hands 
grasping a moneybag. be 

Mopesto, CALIF. 

' we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. . 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


] ipernie four. strips ef paper, each 
bearing one of the following: “A 
good name,” “loving favor,” “great 
riches,” “silver and gold.” Ask several 
pupils to choose the first two or the last 
two, whichever they desire more to re- 
ceive in life. Ask each why he chose 
as he did. If no one recognizes the 
Bible’s choice in this matter, ask the 
class to find it in Proverbs 22:1 (Mem- 
ory Verse). The complete verse may now 
be tacked on display about the room by 
inserting other strips with the words: 
“is rather to be chosen than,” “and,” 
“rather than.” If some pupils chose 
wealth in preference to character, ask: 
Would you want to be Hitler even if he 
had millions of dollars in gold and 
silver? Why not, if you choose great 
riches, silver and gold? You know how 
to judge Hitler. Are children judged 
by what they do, rather than by the 
money they have? (Prov. 20:11.) What 
kind of name is a girl choosing who 
takes a dime here, a fountain pen there, 
and a pair of silk stockings somewhere 
else? 

Think of the people with whom we 
have become acquainted in Genesis: 
Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah, 
the people of his day, Abraham and Lot, 
the people of Sodom (Gen. 13:13), 
Isaac, Jacob. Which have a good name 
and loving favor? Why? Some of them 
have bad points as well as good. It 
may be possible, like Abraham, to have 
both a good name and great riches, to 
be both popular and wealthy. 

There is one habit, however, that even 
young boys and girls sometimes start 
because they think it will give them “a 
good name” and “loving favor” in the 
minds of other people. In the end it 
works to destroy character, reputation, 
and wealth. Benjamin Franklin, after 
watching, when a young man, its effects 
on his fellow workmen, later wrote, 
“Temperance puts coals on the fire, meal 
in the barrel, flour in the tub, money 
in the purse, credit in the country, con- 
tentment in the home, clothes on the 
children, intelligence in the brain, and 
strength in the whole constitution.” 
What does he mean? Do you think he 
is right? 

There is another habit that makes 
somewhat more difficult both gaining a 
reputation for smartness and earning a 
good salary, although ‘some people do 
not realize it. “One of the presidents 
of Yale University said that there had 
not been a cigarette user graduated with 
honor in that institution for the past 
fifty years. A former president of the 
University of Michigan stated that there 
had not been a cigarette user graduated 
with honors in that institution for the 
past twenty-five years” (“Leaves of 
Healing”). 


The Bible tells us many things about 
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names. Let’s find verses quickly to an- 
swer questions. The first person to find 
the answer may stand and tell us. How 
did the Lord promise the Jews they 
could gain a name greater than that of 
all other nations? (Deut. 26:16-19.) 
But they disobeyed and lost their great 
name. Does He promise ever to give 
them a good name? (Zeph. 3:20.) The 
Lord knows each one of us by name. 
Whom does He know by name in each 
of these verses? (Exod. 33:17; Isa. 43:1; 
45:1-4; John 10:3; 11.) Who made 
David’s name great? (2 Sam. 7:8, 9.) 
Do ali people who have a good name on 
earth have one in God’s sight? (Rev. 
3:1, 4.) Where should we want to have 
our names written? (Luke 10:20.) 
What is the great name in the world? 
(Phil. 2:9-11.) What is the only name 
that can save? (Acts 4:10, 12.) If we 
name that name, what must we do? 
(2 Tim. 2:19.) How must we not use 
that name? (Exod. 20:7.) In whose 
name are people to be baptized? (Matt. 
28:19.) By whose name are we justi- 
fied, made good? (1 Cor. 6:11.) In 
whose name should we walk? (Micah 
4:5.) How many things are we to do 
in the name of the Lord Jesus? (Col. 
3:17.) What is one time when we should 
be happy if people give us a bad name? 
(Luke 6:22.) Who will name us before 
God and the angels if we are faithful? 
(Rev. 3:5.) 


Wayne, MAINE. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—Understand why “the way of 
the ungodly shall perish” (Psa. 1:6). 


Activity.—Make two posters, one show- 
ing a giddy, drinking, smoking crowd. 
Below the picture write: “Their rock” 
of Destruction (Phil. 3:19). On the other 
poster show young people engaged in 
Christian activity. Title: “OUR ROCK”— 
Christ Jesus (Psa. 103:4). 











DESTRUCTION 

USINESS, crops, social activities, 

family life, and almost all those 
things which we have held dear seem 
to be tottering and smashing about us. 
Destruction is the keynote of present 
existence. What have we left? Develop 
this thought under the topic: “Life 
Destroyers vs. Life Preservers.” How 
may ultimate goals be steered toward 
preservation of life, and presentation of 
Christ, our Preserver of eternal life? 
(John 1:4, 5.) 

Study the first poster. Who is rep- 
resented here? Why are they indulging 
in liquor and tobacco? Are you among 
them in type? 

Why did Lot choose to pitch “his tent 
toward Sodom”? (Gen.-13:11-13.) Sodom 
was a good-looking land. Outwardly it 
had everything to attract him, and dur- 
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ing his stay in Sodom Lot rose to a 
high position among his townspeople. 
He “sat in the gate” where the govern- 
ing officials had their offices. But his 
neighbors were sinners of the worst 
kind, and they all but succeeded in 


- dragging Lot with them into the dam- 


aging results of their sin. 

Why was the Lord so harsh with these 
people, you wonder? Perhaps you have 
known from experience, or from the 
stories of others, of the destroying in- 
fluence which sin has, not alone upon 
those who take part, but even upon 
those who indirectly come into contact 
with it. 

A young boy with much to regret told 
us about his childhood spent as an agent 
for bootleg liquor which his parents 
made. “People who take a Christian 
interest ‘in children may not realize how 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories”. 
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much good it is doing,” he said. “No 
one took an interest in me!” 

“I wish I could go somewhere else and 
get away from all of this,”Jadmitted a 
girl who had taken a stand for Christ, 
but whose father operated a saloon. “I 
loathe this life.” 

“I feel so ashamed when any of my 
kinsfolk smoke and drink, especially 
when it is one of the women,” a little 
neighbor girl told me Jest week. 

When you choose companions, do you 
eliminate those who drink and smoke? 
Do associates who insist upon drinking 
and smoking refrain from these things 
in your presence? 

“Our Rock” 

What can you do when you must face 
problems like those suggested by Poster 
One? As far as possible separate your- 
self from evil. ‘Refer to Lot’s escape 
(Gen. 19:1-26). If possible, warn those 
who are caught in the trap of shame 
and wrong (Amos 6:1-7; Matt. 10:12-15). 
Boldly, unblushingly make known the 
stand you take against such things. 

Sometimes, though, it is beyond human 
power to alter circumstances. Modern 
conditions are becoming more and more 
like those of Sodom (Luke 17:28-33). 
Very few young people are so com- 
pletely sheltered that they are not aware 
of the moral and spiritual corruption in 
schools, social groups, in almost any 
place of business, and even in homes. 

The Lord Jesus understood this situa- 
tion: “I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that 
thou shouldest keep them from the evil” 
(John 17:15). “Remember Lot’s wife.” 
She disbelieved God (Gen. 19:17). She 
disobeyed, and instead of keeping her 
eyes focused upon her goal of salvation, 
she “looked back” upon the city of sin, 
to see what was happening to her neigh- 
bors. 


On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 


Sodom stood upon earthquake terri- 
tory. If we would endure, we need a 
solid Rock. Is Jesus Christ a Rock of 
salvation to your girls? (Psa. 95:1.) 

Do not leave this as an empty figure 
of speech. Christ actually is our Rock 
and Fortress “whereunto” we “may con- 
tinually resort” (1 Sam. 2:2; 2 Sam. 22: 
32; Psa. 18:2, 3; 31:2, 3; 61:2, 3; 71:3; 
Isa. 17:10; 32:2). 

Close with the poem: “His Lamp Am 
I,” by Annie Johnson Flint (quoted in 
THe Sunpay Scuoot Times, April 11, 
1942, p. 288). 
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Advertising assists in intelligent selec- 

tion. It is a guide as to quality, uses, 

and source. Readers of the Times trust 

its advertising columns, and are thus 

aided in quick and careful selection of 
many articles. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 668) 


1. “The men of Sodom were wicked and 
sinners before the Lord exceedingly” (Gen. 
13:13; 1 Kings 14:24; Isa. 1:9; 13:19; Lam. 
4:6). 

2. Probably not. This is the age of grace, 
and God is withholding judgment. The day 
will come when God will pour out on the 
ungodly the same fire He sent on Sodom 
(Rev. 14:10, 11). 


3.“A plant growing near Sodom, and 
bearing clusters of bitter fruit. . . . Jose- 
phus describes fruits growing near the site 
of Sodom, which bear a color as if they are 
fit to be eaten; but contain ashes, and if 
plucked with the hands, dissolve into smoke 
and ashes.” (See Davis’ Bible Dictionary.) 
It probably has a figurative meaning also 
in this passage, inc=<fing the sins of 
Sodom. 

4. Destruction is the inevitable outcome of 
moral and spiritual wantonness (Prov. 10: 
29; 21:15). 

5. Very much so. ‘ 

6. Because the drink habit destroys all 
sense of right and wrong. Men under the 
influence do what they would shun nor- 
mally. 

7. The surest way never to become a 
drunkard is never to take the first glass. 

8. The saving grace of God can deliver 
from drunkenness, as from all other sin. 

9. Do not associate with those who in- 
dulge in evil (Neh. 13:1, 2). 

10. Because it thrives on the debase- 
ment of its customers. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Sept. 13. Between Book Covers. Prov. 4: 
5-13. 


Sunday, September 6 


I. Hobbies for All 
(Eccles. 11:9) 





Mon.—Warning against laziness (Prov. 24: 
33, 34). 

Yues.—Supreme labor (John 6:27). 

Wed.—Wise occupation (Matt. 7:24, 25). 

Thurs.—Sojourn in fear (1 Pet. 1:17). 

Fri.—Sowing and reaping (Gal. 6:7, 8). 

Sat.—Careful use of time (Eph. 5:15-17). 








Qn eres sree oe 








Y ITS very name, a “hobby” sug- 

gests something to be ridden and 
controlled. When a hobby takes to rid- 
ing the rider, then there is trouble. 
Therefore, at the outset of this consid- 
eration of this first in a series of four 
topics on the use of leisure time, it is 
well that we should see the importance of 
having our hobbies under proper control. 
To the Christian that proper control can 
mean only one thing. We find it in 2 
Corinthians 10:4, 5 where we read that 
the Christian warfare is to result in the 
“bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ.” 
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There are countless hobbies that are 
not only absorbingly interesting and 
harmless in themselves, but which may 
contribute very definitely to one’s store of 
knowledge, to the development of skill, 
to physical development and good health, 
to mental agility, and the like. But, the 
fact that the particular hobby or hob- 
bies in which we indulge may be of such 
nature is not necessarily an indication 
that all is well. For a very simple and 
familiar illustration let us think of the 
boy who is on his school’s varsity foot- 
ball team, or the girl who is on the var- 
sity hockey team. Such a player may 
have several worth-while hobbies which 
are anything but harmful. They may 
be decidedly worth while. But if such 
hobbies interfere with football or hockey 
practice or deprive the player of the un- 
usual amount of rest needed, then those 
hobbies, good in themselves, must be 
given,up for the sake of what seems to 
be the more important use of time. 

Likewise, perhaps you have some 
hobby that is very thoroughly delight- 
ful and harmless, and yet the pursuit of 
which takes time that should be spent 
in study and school work. If your par- 
ents do not help you to see the light 
during the course of the term, you are 
rudely awakened at the end of the term 
to find that you paid a costly price for 
your hobby in failure to pass some sub- 
ject,—a price that even you are forced 
to admit was not offset by the benefits 
received from the hobby. 


wg 

Just so, the Christian has a primary 
obligation. It is to do as nearly as he or 
she knows the will of the Lord Jesus, 
and thus in word and deed to glorify 
Him. This is true of every Christian 
young person, whether he expects to 
enter into full-time service for Christ 
as a missionary or preacher or Chris- 
tian worker, or not. Therefore, as Chris- 
tian young people, we are obligated, first 
of all, to find out what God’s will is for 
the use of our leisure time. We are not 
our Own, we are bought with a price (1 
Cor. 6:19, 20). We may be certain that 
God will permit.in our lives any whole- 
some hobby’ that will not interfere with 
our fellowship with Him, with our read- 
ing of the Word, or with other Chris- 
tian aetivities He has planned for us. 
But we owe it to Him first of all to go 
to Him and find out what His will is. 

It is right here that many of us make 
a great mistake. We blunder along try- 
ing first this and then that, all in our 
own strength and in accord with the par- 
ticular conviction we may have at the 
moment. We do not really lay the whole 
matter before God and ask Him and ex- 
pect Him to guide us into those things 
that are within His perfect will for each 
of us. He wants us to be wholesome, 
normal Christian young people,— and His 
“normal” is infinitely better than any- 
thing we may choose according to our 
own standards or those of the world. 
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When we look to Him for direction 
of our activities we shall find that there 
will be ample time to do all that He 
wants us to do, and we shall not show 
those signs of spiritual starvation, or 
Christian exhaustion, or breathless haste, 
that so often characterize those who are 
trying to do God’s will in their own 
“poor, weak way.” 
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A young missionary, upon arrival on 
the field in India, found quite a num- 
ber of Army officers and governmental 
employees who were very ardent tennis 
fans. He himself was fond of the game, 
and soon found countless opportunities 
to play. But after awhile his friends 
noticed that he had stopped playing. One 
of them asked him, “Do you think it is 
wrong for a missionary to play tennis?” 

“Not at all,” was his reply, “but I found 
that tennis was absorbing such a large 
part of my time and claiming such an 
amount of my thought and attention that 
my Bible study and prayer time were 
suffering. I realized that my love for 
tennis could stand no halfway measures, 
so I determined to give up the game, 
not because I think there is anything 
wrong in tennis, but because I realize 
that there is something wrong in me 
that for the present, at least, makes it 
unwise for me to indulge in that hobby.” 


4 

When we are willing to let the Lord 
Jesus have such a control in our lives, 
we shall not find that they are impover- 
ished, but on the contrary deeper and 
richer and stronger than they could pos- 
sibly be under our own direction. Are 
all your hobbies under His control and 
absolutely yielded to Him? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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One day the twins’ mother said, “Next 
Wednesday is Teddy’s birthday.” 

“Oh!” cried Rosalie, “let’s give him 
birthday !” . 

“Let's!” echoed Robert. 

“I know something that would make 
him very happy,” said Mother, and she 
whispered something in Rosalie’s right 
ear, and then she whispered something 


in Robert’s left ear, and both twins said, 


“Of course; but we want to do more than 
that. We want to do it all ourselves. 
May we take some money from our gift 
bank?” 

Mother said yes, so the twins took 
some money out of the bank they kept 
their gift money in, and went down to 
the hardware store. It was Friday, and 
early Saturday morning they ran out to 
the garage with the package they had 
brought and were busy all the morning. 

“We are glad that next week is vaca- 
tion,” they said. 

When Teddy came on Wednesday 
morning with his mother, the scooter 
was not in the garage, but he did not 
have a chance to miss it, for Robert took 
him out in the yard for a swing, and 
then asked him to help water the garden. 

Then Rosalie came out and joined 
them and they let Teddy take turns with 
their roller skates until, before he knew 
it, it was time for lunch. 

Teddy was lonely when they went in 
the house. He knew Mother always 
brought bread and butter sandwiches 
for him when he was with her, and he 
thought he would get her to give them 
to him. 

He went into the house and washed his 
hands and face carefully, as he always 
did, and started to find Mother. 

Mother was not in the kitchen just 
then but Mrs. Bennett was, and she 
smiled at him and said, “Happy birth- 
day, Teddy. -I have some lunch for you 
today.” 

She took his hand and led him out 
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yee excelled Religions cards, Birthday, Every Day, 
Etching, and Gift Weagping scertmente, Sam- 
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Dept. 215c Clinton, Mass. 
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“O Jerusalem, JERUSALEM!” 


Child of God, think on Jerusalem! 
God does. Then remember the 
American Board of Missions to the 
Jews. In an all-out abandon of 
faith in the God of Israel, this faith- 
ful and fruitful Mission stretches 
from New York to Los Angeles, 
from London to Jerusalem. Its 
consecrated missionaries are hold- 
ing forth the Word of Life, fearless- 
ly and sacrificially. In refugee relief 
to Christian Jews, we have the en- 
viable record of operating at the 
lowest overhead cost. 

Make a contribution now, if the 
Lord so leads you. You will receive 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE and other 
heart-gripping literature. And then 
you'll be glad you helped us! Try 
it,and see! Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews 


27 Threop Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Now is the Time! 


Sell THE NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE either 
on full-time or part-time basis. Easy-pay- 
ment plan now brings this “Peer of all 
Bibles’ within reach of everyone. Write 
today for details. 
JNO. A. DICKSON PUB. CO. 
Dept. S, 153 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago P 





A Surprise for Teddy 
By Perley R. Wade 


VERY day Teddy’s mother went to 

somebody’s house to do the washing. 
Teddy was only four, going on five, and 
did not go to school, so he went with 
her. He liked Wednesday best, when 
Mother washed at the house where the 
Bennett twins lived. Teddy did not have 
many playthings, and every Wednesday, 
as soon as he got to the house he would 
run to the garage where, in one corner, 
was the twins’ scooter, and he would 
play with it in the yard and on the 
sidewalk all day long. The twins did 
not mind, for they never played with it 
now, as they had their roller skates and 
bicycles, and had outgrown scooters. 
Then, too, they knew that Teddy was 
very, very careful of it, and always put 
it in its place when he had finished 
playing with it. 





Rare Reading 


“Fraudulent Visions and Voices’’—An eye-opening 
article by a Jewish refugee who has talked with 
men claiming to be God incarnate today. 


**I Know Niemoeller’’—By a for- 
mer Berlin pastor now in United 


States. 


*““Wing Anderson’s Startling 
Book—Seven Years that Change 


the World’’—An analysis. 


**Guinea Pigs of the New Order” 
—A look into Hitler’s hellish 


workshop. 





This is a mere taste of startling topics 
in September issue of official magazine 
of American Prophetic League, Inc. 
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of the house to the big back porch. 
There was a little table set for three, 
and Rosalie and Robert stood beside it, 
and as he reached the table, they sang, 

“Happy birthday to you! 

Happy birthday to you! 

See the scooter, dear Teddy. 

It is our gift to you.” 

Teddy looked, and there at the foot 
of the back steps was the scooter. It 
had a coat of new green paint and 
looked very shiny and new. How happy 
he was! He smiled and smiled. “I did 
not know that you knew it was my 
birthday,” he said. 


Then the three children sat down to 
lunch. There were créamed chicken and 
plenty of other good things to eat, and 
when they had finished, Robert brought 
out a beautiful birthday cake with five 
candles on it, and Rosalie carefully 
brought out three big dishes of ice 
cream. Oh, it was a lovely party, and 
Teddy was very happy! 

And when Teddy went home that 
night he did not have to put the scooter 
away in the garage. 


MEtrose, Mass. 
we 


Nuggets for Your Temperance 
Teaching 
(Continued from page 665) 


Alcoholism of Therapeutic Origin.— 
That alcoholism of therapeutic origin 
may date, in many instances, from 
ill-advised administration of various alco- 
holic preparations, not only in acute dis- 
ease, but also, probably to a greater ex- 
tent in convalescence, is the opinion of 
Dr. Rolleston. He adds: “This state- 
ment applies not only to various undis- 
guised forms of alcohol, but also to medi- 
cated wines, which have a high alcoholic 
content, while their medicinal and nutri- 
tional properties are practically negli- 
gible. The chief causes“for the thera- 
peutic use of alcohol, in spite of the lack 
of scientific evidence in its favor, may 
be summarized as follows: (1) Tradi- 
tion, the fact that alcohol has been used 
by many generations of doctors being 
probably the principal cause; (2) extra- 
medical influence, the pressure exercised 
by the patient or his friends on the doc- 
tor to order alcohol in spite of his better 
judgment; (3) personal factors, espe- 
cially a lack of interest in the alcohol 
problem, the importance of which a large 
proportion of the medical profession still 
fail to realize.” 


The Danger in Small Amounts of Al- 
cohol.—“It is important to bear in mind 
that the message of modern science is 
not so much connected with evils of 
drunkenness as the pernicious effect of 
even small quanties of alcohol on any 
form of efficiency,” says the British 
Journal of Inebriety, “whether mental 
or physical, especially that requiring 
delicate adjustment, of which driving a 
motorcar is the most obvious example. 
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There is no doubt that the heavy toll 
on the roads is to a large extent due 
to the fact that the drivers who meet 
with accidents, without being drunk, 
are so far under the influence of drink 
as to neglect proper precautions, and 
the same may be said of pedestrians who 
have taken alcohol in some form” (Band 
of Hope Chronicle, July, 1942, p. 101). 


Moderate Drinking.—“The trouble with 
moderate drinking, so the scientists tell 
us, is that most of us cannot constrain 
our drinking habits,” says John Nuveen, 
Jr., in a most helpful and readable pam- 
phlet, “John Barleycorn, Esquire,” pub- 
lished by The American Business Men’s 
Research Foundation, Chicago. “The dif- 
ficulty is that alcohol gradually weakens 
the brain tissues which exercise control. 
The situation is apparently not unlike 
our gxperience with the automobile. If, 
in violation of the advice of automotive 
engineers, we race up to every stop light 
and jam on the brakes, we eventually 
wear them down to the point where they 
do not hold, and we start slipping be- 
yond the lights. Similarly our brain con- 
trols are apt to lose their effectiveness if 
called upon too frequently to resist de- 
mands for increased consumption which 
are characteristic of habit-forming 
drugs.” 


Time to ~ Take Stock.—Prohibition 
failed because, for one reason, the law 
failed to provide for immediate and 
complete suppression of every phase of 
the traffic of alcoholic beverages and 
the destruction of all existing stores of 
liquor. As a result, stocks were hoarded 
privately and when these were con- 
sumed, the bootlegger was the natural 
step in replenishing the supply, says 
Fletcher Dobyns, in “The Amazing Story 
of Repeal.” Only 24.6 per cent of those 
who could vote cast a ballot for repeal, 
John Nuveen, Jr., reminds us. He states 
that the top stratum of society removed 
the 2lst amendment and adds: “But a 
few people at the top cannot enjoy for 
long their prosperity and security unless 
the whole nation rests on a solid foun- 
dation. . . . Alcohol may be the fatal 
potion that will end our dominance. Un- 
less we are to go the way of France, our 
leaders must lead wisely or be replaced.” 


Alcohol Consumption and Education. 
—Three licensed retail liquor outlets for 
each public school is the ratio in the 
United States according to John Nuveen, 
Jr., and he adds: “If we add the annual 
loss by reduced efficiency in industry, 
and the annual cost of the damage that 
is caused by alcohol, we get a figure 
that some estimate to be between ten 
and twenty billions. By comparison, the 
total annual cost of public education is 
only approximately two and one-half 
billion.” 

Alcohol and Creative AbilityOne of 
the most persistent false ideas about al- 
cohol is that it is a great help in pro- 
ducing original and brilliant literary 
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work, and is an aid to creative ability. 
This notion is thoroughly refuted by 
Harry S. Warner in a recent pamphlet, 
“Does Alcohol Aid Creative Ability?” 
published by the International Associa- 
tion for Study of the Alcohol Problem, 
Washington, D. C. He says: “It is not 
clear reasoning to infer that slumps in 
mental ability that transform an auto 
driver into a public menace on the high- 
way will bring constructive aid to a 
thinker, a writer, an artist in the fine, 
creative work they seek to do. And the 
scientific explanation is no longer in 
doubt: the state of intoxication increas- 
ingly is a state of mental, emotional, and 
physical inferiority, brilliantly erratic 
though many of its devotees may be in 
its earlier stages.” 


Alcohol and Heredity—The tendency 
to discredit alcohol damage in heredity 
has been seen in recent literature on 
alcohol for which reason, the following 
statement, taken from a book by two 
leading authorities (“Alcohol Explored,” 
by Haggard and Jellinek; Doubleday, 
Doran and Company), is of added inter- 
est. Although they credit the unfavor- 
able environment produced by the in- 
ebriate parent as a greater source of 
danger than heredity, they nevertheless 
say: “The fact that a craving for alco- 
hol itself as a substance is not inherited 
and that use of alcohol in particular as 
an intoxicant is due to environmental 
influence, does not, however, exclude the 
possibility that heredity may play a part 
in the development of inebriety. This 
possibility is strongly supported by the 
fact that some 60 per cent of all inebri- 
ates studied have been found to have 
parents or grandparents who were in- 
ebriate.” 


Does Alcohol Furnish Energy to the 
Body?—It has been assumed in the past 
that the burning of alcohol in the body 
in the process of metabolism spares other 
fuel foods, but Gordon and Sevringhaus 
remind us in Vitamin Therapy that pres- 
ent knowledge of alcohol metabolism 
leaves this assumption far from a proved 
fact. Despite the actuality of the oxida- 
tion or burning of alcohol in the body, 
it is possible that the heat produced 
never becomes available for muscle en- 
ergy. The depression of the nervous 
system and other tissues produced by 
alcohol must be considered in reckon- 
ing the energy-producing value of alco- 
hol, for which reason it is not fair to 
calculate calorie production for alcohol 
in the same way as for other foods. These 
authors claim that “for clinical consider- 
ations of nutrition, the role of alcohol 
as a source of bodily energy is at pres- 
ent open to question.” 

A Word of Caution.—In these days of 
stress, it is well to recall the statement 
of a noted English brain specialist whd 
said: 

“The pressure of business life under 
modern conditions is very great... and 
unfortunately there is nothing which in 
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certain persons is so rapid in removing 
a sense of fatigue or feeling a depres- 
sion as alcohol. It acts by desensitizing 
the nervous system and in consequence 
removes the disagreeable sensations; and 
herein lies the danger, as most men esti- 
mate the value of a thing by its imme- 
diate and manifest benefits, and seldom 
stop to weigh any ultimate and maybe 
permanent disadvantage. I am always 
seeing splendid fellows who have either 
crippled themselves or their future pros- 
pects by thoughtlessly indulging in alco- 
hol in early life or have turned to it 
to flog a fatigued nervous system into 
action, with the sequel that they ought 
to have foreseen, Watch your sleep, as 
this is the only thing that repairs fa- 
tigued tissue, but never rely upon alcohol 
to get sleep. It is the worst form of 
sedative, for the dose requires: to be 
constantly increased.” 


The Effect of Liquor on Friendship. 
—‘“Friendship, says the liquor traffic, 
may be enhanced through the ‘friendly 
glass. However, nothing destroys the 
finer qualities of real friendship more 
quickly than does drinking, for it causes 
thoughtlessness, misunderstanding, and 
selfishness and strife. The ‘friendly’ 
drinker soon finds himself an outcast 
from those who once were his friends. 
Even the liquor dealer does not want 
the ‘friendly old sot’ hanging around — 
he might advertise the business in too 
truthful a manner.”—Urban R. Pattillo. 





{ With the New Books 


Crossing the Spiritual Divide. By 
Clark J. Forcey. (The Moody Press [Bible 
Institute Colportage Association], 837 N. 
Wells St., Chicago, 50 cents.) Old truths, 
simply but beautifully stated, explained, 
and illustrated—how many the books 
thus described, but none more truly than 
this new addition to the Moody Col- 
portage list! For the very clarity of 
thought and language shows a particular 
care in preparation and wide use of 
Bible commentaries. There are in all 
eight messages, the titles of which are 
as follows, — Why Christ Came, The Un- 
speakable Contrast, Crossing the Spir- 
itual Divide, Christian Profession, 
Cracked and Empty Cisterns, the Chris- 
tian’s Repair Shop, Fresh Christians, and 
God Will Act. 

The book will serve as a fitting me- 
morial to the fragrant personality of Dr. 
Forcey and his work in our nation’s 
capital. 

A Star at Midnight. By Wallace Bas- 
sett. (Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn., 
$1.) After reading Dr. Bassett’s ser- 
mons, it is not difficult to understand 
how Cliff Tempie Baptist Church in 
Dallas, Texas, has become outstanding 
in equipment, organization, and spirit- 
ual power. For his twenty-three mes- 
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sages here included are, to an unusual 
degree, orderly, pointed, and packed 
with thought-provoking material. The 
first thirteen, which challenge the reader 
from Hebrews eleven and twelve, con- 
sider the meaning, sacrifice, walk, and 
fear of faith; the journey, daring, burial, 
and insight of faith; the choice, passage, 
conquest, and race of faith; and lastly, 
the Author and Finisher of our faith. 
The book’s title is that of a choice cen- 
tra] sermon which takes its subject from 
a Skeptic’s famous utterance, “In the 
night of death, hope sees a star.” Dr. 
Bassett’s illustrations are brief, apt, and 
often taken from nature. 


A Little Wheat from Canaan. By Wal- 
lace I. Coburn. (Loizeaux Bros,, 19 W. 
2ist St., New York, 30 cents.) Some- 
times what God’s husbandmen call “a 
little wheat” is increased like the 
widow’s handful until it feeds both the 
immediate Elijah and a host of prophets 
after. The reader who thirsts for deeply 
spiritual food will find it thus multiplied 
in Mr. Coburn’s five messages which 
are strongly reminiscent of “the land of 
corn and wine and oil.” The first deals 
with God’s Word as ‘inspired, super- 


natural, self-evidencing, and soul-satis- © 


fying. The second, in considering that 
great word, Consecration, cries out, “You 
sing, ‘Nearer, my God, to Thee, e’en 
though it be a cross that raiseth me.’ 
But what do you mean by that cross? 
Will you crucify something? Ah, glib 
tongue! But let the cross appear and 
how soon you lose your song!” “Grace 
—too large a word for this world” en- 
titles the third sermon, and “The Glory,” 
the fourth; while the last, “God’s Secret 
Society,” lifts the veil on Paul’s “I have 
learned —” until the believer is moved 
to put away the last shred of anxiety 
or discontent. 
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Dr. Rood's 
Speaking Engagements 


EADERS of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times, and their friends, in the fol- 
lowing towns and cities will doubtless be 
glad of an opportunity to hear Dr. Paul 
W. Rood, president of the World’s Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association. His en- 
gagements are as follows: 
Aug. 23.—Maranatha Bible Conference, Mus- 
kegon, Mich.; Dr. H. H. Savage, president. 
Aug. 27 to Sept. 4.—Glendale, Calif. 


Sept. 8 to Oct. 18.—County-wide evangelistic 
campaign, Cottonwood Ministerial Association; 
the Rev. W. E. Wiens, Mountain Lake, Minn., 
secretary. 

Oct. 20, 21.—Russian Gospel 
Rally, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Oct. 22, 23.—Russian Gospel Association 
Rally, Detroit, Mich.; Dr. John E. Zoller, P. O. 
Box 717, Detroit; Wesley Radio League. 

Oct. 25 to Nov. 8.—First Baptist Church, 
Saginaw and Oakland Ave., Pontiac, Mich.; 
Dr. H. H. Savage, pastor. 

Nov. 10-22.—Central Free Church, 10th Ave., 
S., and 7th St., Minneapolis, Minn.; Rev. Har- 
ley L. Bragg, pastor. 


Association 
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You can add to your income selling books, Bibles, 
Christmas cards, Scripture-text stationery, plaques, 
tracts, etc. Liberal discounts. No experience neces- 
sary. Full or part time. Write Dept. 8-806 
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Sell Christmas Cards 


Start Making Money at Once 


PERSONAL IMPRINTED CARD® including 
three 50-for-$1.00 lines and two 25-for-$1.00 lines. 


BOX ASSORTMENTS including our outstanding 
Blue Ribbon assortment. Gift Wrappings, Etchings, 
and Religious assortments. rite at once 


CHAS, A. BELZ CO. 
1711 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Soin He | 
TRACT- OF-THE- MONTE 
sae ie tea ae & lub 


tracts monthly, samples of new unusual tracts 
and booklets, bi-monthly paper. With $2.00 sub- 
scription for 50 tracts, a double-compartment 
tract holder sent free. Join now! 


Tract-of-the-Month Club, 322 W.Washington, Chicago 


Old Fashioned Revival 


* ~ Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


~~ Network and m4 
t Stations. Consult log 
of local newspapers for stations 


and times. 
CHARLES E. FULLER, Director’ 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 





One of the most practical, 
generous tract plans ever 











Make MORE Money This Christmas 
With our “Bible Text Special” 
50 beautiful Christmas folders imprinted with name an@ 
choice of Bible verse. Sells for only $1.20. Nothing 


else like it. Christians appreciate. Liberal commis- 
sion. Also, our complete line, Greeting Cards, "Sum 
shine”’ Plaques, Calendars, Bible Games, Novelti 


etc., pays profit to yourself or society. 

for, returnable samples, ,and free Displa Pae bet 
on “Bible Verse Special.” (Our agent’s > & large: book 
and Bible catalog included free on request.) Satipfec- 
tion guaran rite today. 


C. W. BOYER, 2101 Windsor Rd., Dept. ST-8, Dayton, Ohie 


Wheaton Colle 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS 
OUR SAFEGUARD OF LIBERTY 


i ted 
ccelerated progzam en- 
ables degree to be earned 
in three years and three summers. 
Courses meeting war needsoffered: 
Pilot Trainin dio, Navigation, 
Chemical arfare, Electronics, 
Pre-Medical,.War-Economics, 
Personnel —~s ement, First 
id, Foods utrition. Over 
course oslo ie in curriculum. 
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September 12, 12. 1942 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readin 

on the International Uniform Sunday Sch 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 31 to September 6 
Mon.—Deuteronomy 32:30-36, 
The Problem in Sodom. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The vine of 
Sodom.” Bible language is pictorial. 
The city of Sodom was like an evil 
vine in the Lord’s garden. The fruit 
of Sodom’s sin, like grapes of gall, was 
bitter fruit. God puts up with a lot of 
wickedness. The wickedness of modern 
cities must be awful. The sin question 
is one God has to deal with every day. 
Judgment came to Sodom and will come 
to other cities and to individuals. Pray 
for our nation in this hour of trial. 


Tues.—Amos 6:1-8. The Problem in Israel. 


PraYER SuccEsTIoNs: “At ease in Zion.” 
Israel was guilty of many sins against 
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nection, happy living conditions, and fair compensation. 

rite giving age and cuperieges. Send si picture, 
and state salary expected, in first letter. 


Joseph H. Chamberlain, P. O. Box 287, Gettysburg, Pa. 
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the Lord, as the prophet Amos reveals. 
In a time of overflowing wickedness 
they were “at ease.” They lived in 
utter indifference to threatening evils. 
Worldly pleasure was everything to 
them. They bought the best furniture, 
food and drink, and cared nothing for 
“the affliction of Joseph.” “Sinners in 
Zion” still go on carelessly. Pray that 
God will give His Church, at this time, 
an “Amos” who will preach awakening 
sermons to “sinners in Zion.” 


Wed.—Genesis 25:27-34. Appetite and Greed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Venison ; 
pottage .. . birthright.” These three 
words tell us how appetite and greed 
in Isaac, Jacob, and Esau ended in sin 
and sorrew. What it did in that one 
family, it has done in millions since 
then. Very few Christians seem to keep 
the body under. Many indulge the 
flesh, and fail of the grace of God, and 
then become castaways as Esau did. 
“For one morsel of meat [he] sold his 
birthright” (Heb. 12:16). Pray for 
Christians who are living worldly lives. 
Thurs.—Isaiah 28:1-7. 
Warning Against Intemperance. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe... to the 
drunkards of Ephraim.” Intemperance in 
heathen lands is bad, but in so-called 
Christian countries it is worse. The 
more light we have, the greater is our 
sin. Drunkards in America and Britain 
will have greater condemnation than 
those in the heart of Africa. God pro- 
nounces a “Woe” upon all who deal in 
wine and are overcome with strong 
drink. Pray for revival in the Body of 
Christ. 


Fri.—1 Corinthians 8:1-13. 
The Principle of Temperance. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lest I make my 
brother to offend.” The law governing 
in intemperance is selfishness. Self-love 
lies back of the liquor business and of 
its use. Christians must settle the mat- 
ter of using liquor by what it does to 
others, not by the evil it does to them- 
selves. The law of love certainly will 
make us temperate in all things. Pray 
for Christians who are careless about 
the sin Of intemperance. 


Sat.—Romans 14:13-23. Christian Influence. 

PRAYER SucGcEsTIONsS: “Follow after the 
things which make for peace, and things 
wherewith one may edify another.” God 
calls upon you to lead others into good 
paths. If you walk in wrong paths your- 
self, how can you lead others in the way 
that is good? Power for leadership may 
be small or great; but whatever you 
possess you must use to draw others 
from sin to righteousness. The surest 
way to do this is to “follow ... the 
things . . . wherewith one may edify 
another.” Pray for an improvement in 
your own Christian behavior. 
Sun.—Ephesians 5:15-21. 

Understanding God’s Will. 

PraYER SuccesTions: “Be ye not un- 

wise, but understanding what the will 
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of the Lord is.” “None of the wicked 
shall understand” (Dan. 12:10). The 
“eyes of your understanding” need to 
be divinely “enlightened” (Eph. 1:18). 
God desires to fill His children with 
“all . . . spiritual understanding” (Col. 
1:9). , Ask God to give fellow Chris- 
tians “understanding in all things” (2 
Tim. 2:7). Pray for all “unwise” be- 
lievers. 


The Sunday School Cines 


Pui E. Howarp 
President and Publisher 


D. T. RichMaN 
Business Manager 





H. TrumBut, Howarp 
Vice-President and Advertising Manager 





Pamir E. Howarp, Jr. 
Editor 


JouHN W. LANE, JR. 
Associate Editor 


Laura Z. LEFEVRE 
Correspondence and Review Editor 





H. Ciay Trumsutt, 1875-1903 
Cartes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 
Former Editors 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or-in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 
SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, Tae Sunpay ScHoont Trmes sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 
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825 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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